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FROM THE PRESIDENT
THE GIFT OF COMPASS

The text from my son that read, "How was your day?" was in
response to my text asking the same of him. "It was GOOD," I
responded. My mind went immediately to an hour-long phone
call that afternoon with a long-time Compass volunteer, donor,
and founding Compass board member. We had scheduled the
call so I could update him on happenings at Compass. As
always, I got so much from talking to him. "I don't think this is
the time to put your head down," he advised. And, "That
sounds like a lot of ideas at once. Have you done a business
plan?" He immediately offered to review a draft plan we'd been
working on. He listened and gave polite advice that I knew
came from someone who had built a successful business and
had years of experience. He also knows and cares about
Compass, making his advice particularly helpful. Interestingly,
earlier in the day, I'd been editing a grant proposal that had
been reviewed by one of my most experienced board members.
Her suggestions made my work more efficient and productive,
and the final product ended up much better than the original.
Both of these people gave generously of their time and
expertise. While helpful to Compass, ultimately I felt their gifts
personally. Yes, my day was GOOD.

I realized that evening as I responded to the text from my son
that, in fact, I had had the day that Compass clients get all the
time - the undistracted attention of people who care. Attention
from individuals who not only have time that my day doesn't
seem to offer, but valuable experience and expertise as well.
This, I know, is the gift of Compass. This is what our clients
love most.

Right now, 134 business professionals are volunteering on 14
Compass projects in Chicago. All of these nonprofits will
experience what I experienced. Talking to someone who really
listens. Learning from expertise that may not otherwise be
available. Receiving an objective, outside perspective. Knowing
that someone else cares deeply about their organization.

With December 315t closing in, many nonprofits are making
their year-end fundraising push. As a nonprofit, Compass is no
different. I hope you'll consider a gift to Compass in your year-
end giving. Your support ensures the gift of Compass for so
many local nonprofits.

As we head into the holidays, I wish you the gift of having
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someone who listens when you need an ear. Remember that
Compass can always do that for you, too. Just call us.

Happy holidays and a very Happy New Year!
Warmest wishes,

Suzanne

Over the past month, almost 300 volunteers across all three
Compass Cities have come together to donate over $27,000 for
Compass. Funding supports our unique pro bono consulting
program, ensuring we have the infrastructure and staff to
carefully select, train and support our nonprofit clients and
volunteers.

We appreciate our volunteers for ALL that they do for Compass,
but we can't do our work with their support alone. Please join
this year's volunteers by making a tax-deductible donation to
Compass. You can make a secure donation here:

DONATE NOW

Thank you for supporting Compass, which ultimately benefits
the many nonprofits that we serve and the many people with
whom they work.

We're excited to have the following talented business
professionals leading our Chicago pro bono consulting teams:

Prakash Rao, 826CHI

Brigitte Ozzello, Better Government Association
Jun Greminger, Cancer Wellness Center
Kathleen Caffrey, Chicago Furniture Bank

Beth Linn, Chicago Furniture Bank

CJ Nanivadekar, Claretian Associates
Jennessa Tabba, Concordia Place

Sreeja Reddy, Housing Choice Partners

Atef Mahmoud, Inspiration Corporation

Kim Coday, John Howard Association of Illinois
Dave Meyer, Legal Aid Society of Metropolitan Family Services
Josh Flanders, Margaret's Village

Cynthia Plouché, Marwen

Aditya Lingampally, National Runaway Safeline
Teresa Napoli, Resilience

We appreciate volunteer recruiting support from the
following corporations:
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Accenture
A.T. Kearney
Bain & Company
Boston Consulting Group
Business Talent Group
Capital One
Deloitte
Ex-Consultants Agency
Holland & Knight
Korn Ferry
Liberty Advisory Group
Mayer Brown
Mesirow Financial
Point B Consulting
PwC
Savills
Sidley Austin
West Monroe Partners
William Blair
Winston & Strawn
ZS Associates

We are grateful to the following foundations, which allow
us to serve and strengthen the local nonprofit sector:

GDP Charitable Trust
Pritzker Traubert Family Foundation
Ventas Charitable Foundation

Thank you to our Partner MBA Clubs:

Haas School of Business at UC Berkeley
The University of Chicago Booth School of Business
Columbia Business School
Johnson Graduate School of Management at Cornell
Tuck School of Business at Dartmouth
Fuqua School of Business at Duke
Georgetown University McDonough School of Business
Harvard Business School
Michigan Ross School of Business
MIT Sloan School of Management
Northwestern Kellogg School of Management
NYU Stern School of Business
The Wharton School at the University of Pennsylvania
Stanford Graduate School of Business
UNC Kenan-Flagler Business School
University of Texas McCombs School of Business
Yale School of Management

Please join one or all of our online communities:
n "Like" us on Facebook.

Follow us @Compassprobono


https://www.facebook.com/Compassprobono
https://twitter.com/Compassprobono

m Join the Compass Volunteer Network



http://www.linkedin.com/company/compassdc

